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Appendix J COORDINATION AND CONSULTATION

This appendix contains the early notification letter distributed to the Alabama-Coushatta
Tribe, as well as Federal, state and local agencies on July 20, 2012. An example of the
agency coordination letter (with attachments) and the agency distribution list are
included.

J.1 Letters to Native American Tribes, Elected Officials, and Government
Agencies

Each of the following tables contains a column showing the attachments that were sent
with each letter.

Table J-1 Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of Texas Mailing List

Name Address Attachments

Chief Clayton Sylestine
c/o Administrative Liaison
Stephanie Williams

571 State Park Road
Livingston, TX 77351

Houston OAPM Study Areas

Table J-2 Elected Officials Mailing List

Name Title Address Attachments

The Honorable John
Cornyn

United States Senator 5300 Memorial Drive
Suite 980
Houston, TX 77007

Elected Officials Contacted
Federal Agencies Contacted
State Agencies Contacted
Local Agencies Contacted
Houston OAPM Study Areas

The Honorable Kay Bailey
Hutchinson

United States Senator 1919 Smith Street
Houston, TX 77002

Elected Officials Contacted
Federal Agencies Contacted
State Agencies Contacted
Local Agencies Contacted
Houston OAPM Study Areas

The Honorable Michael
McCaul

Member, United
States House of
Representatives

5929 Balcones Drive
Suite 305
Austin, TX 78731

Elected Officials Contacted
Federal Agencies Contacted
State Agencies Contacted
Local Agencies Contacted
Houston OAPM Study Areas

The Honorable Ron Paul Member, United
States House of
Representatives

122 West Way
Suite 301
Lake Jackson, TX 77566

Elected Officials Contacted
Federal Agencies Contacted
State Agencies Contacted
Local Agencies Contacted
Houston OAPM Study Areas

The Honorable Bill Flores Member, United
States House of
Representatives

400 Austin Avenue
Suite 302
Waco, TX 76710

Elected Officials Contacted
Federal Agencies Contacted
State Agencies Contacted
Local Agencies Contacted
Houston OAPM Study Areas
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Name Title Address Attachments

The Honorable Sheila
Jackson Lee

Member, United
States House of
Representatives

1919 Smith Street
Suite 1180
Houston, TX 77002

Elected Officials Contacted
Federal Agencies Contacted
State Agencies Contacted
Local Agencies Contacted
Houston OAPM Study Areas

The Honorable Ted Poe Member, United
States House of
Representatives

505 Orleans Street
Suite 100
Beaumont, TX 77701

Elected Officials Contacted
Federal Agencies Contacted
State Agencies Contacted
Local Agencies Contacted
Houston OAPM Study Areas

The Honorable Pete Olson Member, United
States House of
Representatives

17225 El Camino Real
Suite 447
Houston, TX 77058

Elected Officials Contacted
Federal Agencies Contacted
State Agencies Contacted
Local Agencies Contacted
Houston OAPM Study Areas

The Honorable Lloyd
Doggett

Member, United
States House of
Representatives

Federal Building
300 East 8th Street, #763
Austin, TX 78701

Elected Officials Contacted
Federal Agencies Contacted
State Agencies Contacted
Local Agencies Contacted
Houston OAPM Study Areas

The Honorable Gene
Greene

Member, United
States House of
Representatives

256 N. Sam Houston Pkwy E.
Suite 29
Houston, TX 77060

Elected Officials Contacted
Federal Agencies Contacted
State Agencies Contacted
Local Agencies Contacted
Houston OAPM Study Areas

The Honorable John
Culberson

Member, United
States House of
Representatives

10000 Memorial Drive
Suite 620
Houston, TX 77024

Elected Officials Contacted
Federal Agencies Contacted
State Agencies Contacted
Local Agencies Contacted
Houston OAPM Study Areas

The Honorable Kevin
Brady

Member, United
States House of
Representatives

200 River Pointe
Suite 304
Conroe, TX 77304

Elected Officials Contacted
Federal Agencies Contacted
State Agencies Contacted
Local Agencies Contacted
Houston OAPM Study Areas

The Honorable Al Green Member, United
States House of
Representatives

3003 South Loop West
Suite 460
Houston, TX 77054

Elected Officials Contacted
Federal Agencies Contacted
State Agencies Contacted
Local Agencies Contacted
Houston OAPM Study Areas

Mr. Mike Jackson The Honorable 1109 Fairmont Parkway
Pasadena, TX 77504

Elected Officials Contacted
Federal Agencies Contacted
State Agencies Contacted
Local Agencies Contacted
Houston OAPM Study Areas
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Name Title Address Attachments

Mr. Rodney Ellis The Honorable 440 Louisiana
Suite 575
Houston, TX 77002

Elected Officials Contacted
Federal Agencies Contacted
State Agencies Contacted
Local Agencies Contacted
Houston OAPM Study Areas

Mr. John Whitmire The Honorable 803 Yale Street
Houston, TX 77007

Elected Officials Contacted
Federal Agencies Contacted
State Agencies Contacted
Local Agencies Contacted
Houston OAPM Study Areas

Ms. Joan Huffman The Honorable 6217 Edloe
Houston, TX 77005

Elected Officials Contacted
Federal Agencies Contacted
State Agencies Contacted
Local Agencies Contacted
Houston OAPM Study Areas

Mr. Glenn Hegar The Honorable P.O. Box 1008
Katy, TX 77492

Elected Officials Contacted
Federal Agencies Contacted
State Agencies Contacted
Local Agencies Contacted
Houston OAPM Study Areas

Mr. Robert Nichols The Honorable 329 Neches Street
Jacksonville, TX 75766

Elected Officials Contacted
Federal Agencies Contacted
State Agencies Contacted
Local Agencies Contacted
Houston OAPM Study Areas

Mr. Tommy Williams The Honorable P.O. Box 8069
The Woodlands, TX 77387

Elected Officials Contacted
Federal Agencies Contacted
State Agencies Contacted
Local Agencies Contacted
Houston OAPM Study Areas

Mr. Steve Ogden The Honorable P.O. Box 12068
Capitol Station
Austin, TX 78711

Elected Officials Contacted
Federal Agencies Contacted
State Agencies Contacted
Local Agencies Contacted
Houston OAPM Study Areas

Mr. Mario Gallegos Jr. The Honorable P.O. Box 41
Galena Park, TX 77547

Elected Officials Contacted
Federal Agencies Contacted
State Agencies Contacted
Local Agencies Contacted
Houston OAPM Study Areas

Mr. Dan Patrick The Honorable 11451 Katy Fwy
Suite 209
Houston, TX 77079

Elected Officials Contacted
Federal Agencies Contacted
State Agencies Contacted
Local Agencies Contacted
Houston OAPM Study Areas
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Mr. James White Representative 2915 Atkinson Drive
Lufkin, TX 75901

Elected Officials Contacted
Federal Agencies Contacted
State Agencies Contacted
Local Agencies Contacted
Houston OAPM Study Areas

Mr. Dan Huberty Representative 4501 Magnolia Cove
Suite 201
Kingwood, TX 77345

Elected Officials Contacted
Federal Agencies Contacted
State Agencies Contacted
Local Agencies Contacted
Houston OAPM Study Areas

Mr. Wayne Smith Representative 909 Decker Drive
Suite 104
Baytown, TX 77520

Elected Officials Contacted
Federal Agencies Contacted
State Agencies Contacted
Local Agencies Contacted
Houston OAPM Study Areas

Mrs. Lois Kolkhorst Representative P.O. Box 1867
Brenham, TX 77834

Elected Officials Contacted
Federal Agencies Contacted
State Agencies Contacted
Local Agencies Contacted
Houston OAPM Study Areas

Mr. Allen Fletcher Representative 25222 NW Freeway
Building 9, Suite 199
Cypress, TX 77429

Elected Officials Contacted
Federal Agencies Contacted
State Agencies Contacted
Local Agencies Contacted
Houston OAPM Study Areas

Mr. Bill Callegari Representative 1550 Foxlake Drive
Suite 120
Houston, TX 77084

Elected Officials Contacted
Federal Agencies Contacted
State Agencies Contacted
Local Agencies Contacted
Houston OAPM Study Areas

Ms. Senfronia Thompson Representative 10527 Homestead Road
Houston, TX 77016

Elected Officials Contacted
Federal Agencies Contacted
State Agencies Contacted
Local Agencies Contacted
Houston OAPM Study Areas

Mr. Rob Eissler Representative P.O. Box 9494
The Woodlands, TX 77387

Elected Officials Contacted
Federal Agencies Contacted
State Agencies Contacted
Local Agencies Contacted
Houston OAPM Study Areas

Mr. Brandon Creighton Representative 326 1/2 Main Street
Suite 110
Conroe, TX 77301

Elected Officials Contacted
Federal Agencies Contacted
State Agencies Contacted
Local Agencies Contacted
Houston OAPM Study Areas
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Name Title Address Attachments

Mr. Tim Kleinschmidt Representative P.O. Box 868
Lexington, TX 78947

Elected Officials Contacted
Federal Agencies Contacted
State Agencies Contacted
Local Agencies Contacted
Houston OAPM Study Areas

Mr. John Otto Representative P. O. Box 965
Dayton, TX 77535

Elected Officials Contacted
Federal Agencies Contacted
State Agencies Contacted
Local Agencies Contacted
Houston OAPM Study Areas

Mr. Mike "Tuffy" Hamilton Representative P.O. Box 119
Mauriceville, TX 77626

Elected Officials Contacted
Federal Agencies Contacted
State Agencies Contacted
Local Agencies Contacted
Houston OAPM Study Areas

Mr. Allan Ritter Representative P.O. Box 1265
Nederland, TX 77627

Elected Officials Contacted
Federal Agencies Contacted
State Agencies Contacted
Local Agencies Contacted
Houston OAPM Study Areas

Mr. Joe Deshotel Representative One Plaza Square
Suite 203
Port Arthur, TX 77642

Elected Officials Contacted
Federal Agencies Contacted
State Agencies Contacted
Local Agencies Contacted
Houston OAPM Study Areas

Mr. Craig Eiland Representative 9702 E.F. Lowery Expy
Texas City, TX 77591

Elected Officials Contacted
Federal Agencies Contacted
State Agencies Contacted
Local Agencies Contacted
Houston OAPM Study Areas

Mr. Larry Taylor Representative 174 Calder Road
Suite 116
League City, TX 77573

Elected Officials Contacted
Federal Agencies Contacted
State Agencies Contacted
Local Agencies Contacted
Houston OAPM Study Areas

Mr. Dennis Bonnen Representative 122 East Myrtle
Angleton, TX 77515

Elected Officials Contacted
Federal Agencies Contacted
State Agencies Contacted
Local Agencies Contacted
Houston OAPM Study Areas

Mr. Charlie Howard Representative 1 Fluor Daniel Building
Sugar Land, TX 77478

Elected Officials Contacted
Federal Agencies Contacted
State Agencies Contacted
Local Agencies Contacted
Houston OAPM Study Areas
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Mr. Ron Reynolds Representative 2440 Texas Parkway
Suite 102
Missouri City, TX 77459

Elected Officials Contacted
Federal Agencies Contacted
State Agencies Contacted
Local Agencies Contacted
Houston OAPM Study Areas

Mr. John Zerwas Representative P.O. Box 434
Simonton, TX 77476

Elected Officials Contacted
Federal Agencies Contacted
State Agencies Contacted
Local Agencies Contacted
Houston OAPM Study Areas

Mr. Randy Weber Representative 2225 County Road 90
Suite 107
Pearland, TX 77584

Elected Officials Contacted
Federal Agencies Contacted
State Agencies Contacted
Local Agencies Contacted
Houston OAPM Study Areas
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Table J-3 Federal Agencies Mailing List

Agency Name Title Address Specific Request Attachments

Advisory Council
on Historic
Preservation

Mr. Reid Nelson Director, Office of
Federal Agency
Programs

Old Post Office Building,
1100 Pennsylvania
Avenue, NW, Suite 803,
Washington, DC 20004

Federal Agencies Contacted
Federal Lands Inventory
Historic Districts Inventory
Historic Places Inventory
Houston OAPM Study Areas

Advisory Council
on Historic
Preservation

Ms. Susan
Glimcher

Director, Office of
Communications,
Education, and
Outreach

Old Post Office Building,
1100 Pennsylvania
Avenue, NW, Suite 803,
Washington, DC 20004

Federal Agencies Contacted
Federal Lands Inventory
Historic Districts Inventory
Historic Places Inventory
Houston OAPM Study Areas

Environmental
Protection
Agency

Ms. Rhonda
Smith

Chief, Office of
Planning and
Coordination,
Region 6

Compliance Assurance
and Enforcement Division,
1445 Ross Avenue,
Suite 1200,
Dallas, TX 75202

We expect that the Proposed Action “would result
in no emissions increase or an increase in
emissions that is clearly de minimis” under 40
C.F.R. § 3.153(c)(2)(xxii), and that a detailed air
quality analysis will therefore not be required for
the EA. Although the Proposed Action could
involve some changes in aircraft operations below
the mixing height, it would not change the number
of aircraft operations. FAA’s preliminary evaluation
indicates that the Proposed Action should result in
less fuel burned, and thus lower emissions,
compared to the No-Action Alternative (we will
confirm during preparation of the EA). Any
comments pertaining to this approach would be
appreciated.

Federal Agencies Contacted
Federal Lands Inventory
Houston OAPM Study Areas
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Agency Name Title Address Specific Request Attachments

Environmental
Protection
Agency

Mr. John
Macfarlane

Office of Planning
and Coordination,
Region 6

Compliance Assurance
and Enforcement Division,
1445 Ross Avenue,
Suite 1200,
Dallas, TX 75202

We expect that the Proposed Action “would result
in no emissions increase or an increase in
emissions that is clearly de minimis” under 40
C.F.R. § 3.153(c)(2)(xxii), and that a detailed air
quality analysis will therefore not be required for
the EA. Although the Proposed Action could
involve some changes in aircraft operations below
the mixing height, it would not change the number
of aircraft operations. FAA’s preliminary evaluation
indicates that the Proposed Action should result in
less fuel burned, and thus lower emissions,
compared to the No-Action Alternative (we will
confirm during preparation of the EA). Any
comments pertaining to this approach would be
appreciated.

Federal Agencies Contacted
Federal Lands Inventory
Houston OAPM Study Areas

Environmental
Protection
Agency

Mr. Michael
Jansky

NEPA Specialist,
Office of Planning
and Coordination,
Region 6

Compliance Assurance
and Enforcement Division,
1445 Ross Avenue,
Suite 1200,
Dallas, TX 75202

We expect that the Proposed Action “would result
in no emissions increase or an increase in
emissions that is clearly de minimis” under 40
C.F.R. § 3.153(c)(2)(xxii), and that a detailed air
quality analysis will therefore not be required for
the EA. Although the Proposed Action could
involve some changes in aircraft operations below
the mixing height, it would not change the number
of aircraft operations. FAA’s preliminary evaluation
indicates that the Proposed Action should result in
less fuel burned, and thus lower emissions,
compared to the No-Action Alternative (we will
confirm during preparation of the EA). Any
comments pertaining to this approach would be
appreciated.

Federal Agencies Contacted
Federal Lands Inventory
Houston OAPM Study Areas

National Park
Service U.S.
Department of
the Interior

Mr. John
Wessels

Intermountain
Regional Director

12795 Alameda Parkway,
Denver, CO 80225

that NPS review the attachments to this letter,
which identify NPS units within the primary and
supplemental study areas and sites listed on the
National Register of Historic Places within the
Primary Study Area.

Federal Agencies Contacted
Federal Lands Inventory
Historic Districts Inventory
Historic Places Inventory
Houston OAPM Study Areas
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Agency Name Title Address Specific Request Attachments

U.S Army Corp
of Engineers

BG. Thomas
Kula

Brigadier General,
SW Division

1100 Commerce Street,
Suite 831,
Dallas, TX 75242-1317

that your organization provide information on
recreational areas underneath the study area
maintained by the USACE.

Federal Agencies Contacted
Federal Lands Inventory
Houston OAPM Study Areas

U.S. Department
of Agriculture
Forest Service

Mr. Marc Van
Every

Forest Supervisor
- National Forest
and Grasslands in
Texas

2221 North Raguet Street,
Lufkin, TX 75904

that USDA and USFS review the attachments to
this letter, which identify USDA and USFS units
within the primary and supplemental study areas

Federal Agencies Contacted
Federal Lands Inventory
Houston OAPM Study Areas

U.S. Department
of the Interior

Dr. Willie Taylor Director - Office of
Environmental
Policy &
Compliance

1849 C Street NW,
MS-2462,
Washington, DC 20240

that DOI review the attachments to this letter,
which identify DOI units within the primary and
supplemental study areas and sites listed on the
National Register of Historic Places within the
Primary Study Area.

Federal Agencies Contacted
Federal Lands Inventory
Historic Districts Inventory
Historic Places Inventory
Houston OAPM Study Areas

U.S. Department
of the Interior

Mr. Stephen
Spencer

Regional
Environmental
Officer, Office of
Environmental
Policy and
Compliance

1001 Indian School Road
NW, Suite 348,
Albuquerque, NM 87104

that DOI review the attachments to this letter,
which identify DOI units within the primary and
supplemental study areas and sites listed on the
National Register of Historic Places within the
Primary Study Area.

Federal Agencies Contacted
Federal Lands Inventory
Historic Districts Inventory
Historic Places Inventory
Houston OAPM Study Areas

U.S. Department
of the Interior
Bureau of Indian
Affairs

Mr. Dan Thayer Chief -
Environmental
Services Staff

Environmental Services
Staff Office of Trust
Responsibilities, Room
4560, Interior Building,
18th and C Street NW,
Washington, DC 20245

The FAA has sent direct mailing to the Alabama-
Coushatta Tribe of Texas.

Federal Agencies Contacted
Federal Lands Inventory
Houston OAPM Study Areas

U.S. Department
of the Interior
Bureau of Indian
Affairs

Mr. Dan
Deerinwater

Regional Director -
Southern Plains

WCD Office Complex,
P.O. Box 368,
Anadarko, OK 73005

Federal Agencies Contacted
Federal Lands Inventory
Houston OAPM Study Areas

U.S. Department
of the Interior
Bureau of Land
Management

Mr. Jim Moore Planning & NEPA
Coordinator

1474 Rodeo Road,
Santa Fe, NM 87505

information from DOI concerning any operating
units (sites) your agency may have within our
study area.

Federal Agencies Contacted
Federal Lands Inventory
Houston OAPM Study Areas
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Agency Name Title Address Specific Request Attachments

U.S. Department
of the Interior
Bureau of Land
Management

Ms. Melanie
Barnes

Planning and
Environmental
Coordinator

P.O. Box 27115,
Santa Fe, NM 87502

Federal Agencies Contacted
Federal Lands Inventory
Houston OAPM Study Areas

U.S. Fish &
Wildlife Service

Dr. Benjamin
Tuggle

Regional Director -
Southwest Region

500 Gold Avenue SW,
Albuquerque, NM 87102

that USFWS provide information pertaining to
issues of particular concern to your mission. Of
particular interest would be listings of protected
species and the general location of their habitats.

Federal Agencies Contacted
Federal Lands Inventory
Houston OAPM Study Areas

U.S. Fish &
Wildlife Service

Dr. Jeff Haskins Chief - Migratory
Bird Coordinator

500 Gold Avenue SW,
Albuquerque, NM 87102

that USFWS provide information pertaining to
issues of particular concern to your mission. Of
particular interest would be listings of protected
species and the general location of their habitats.

Federal Agencies Contacted
Federal Lands Inventory
Houston OAPM Study Areas

U.S. Fish &
Wildlife Service

Mr. Edith Erfling Field Supervisor -
Ecological Division

17629 El Camino Real,
Suite 211,
Houston, TX 77058

that USFWS provide information pertaining to
issues of particular concern to your mission. Of
particular interest would be listings of protected
species and the general location of their habitats.

Federal Agencies Contacted
Federal Lands Inventory
Houston OAPM Study Areas

U.S. Fish &
Wildlife Service

Mr. Stuart
Marcus

Trinity River NWR
- Refuge Manager

P.O. Box 10015, 1351
North Main,
Liberty, TX 77575

that USFWS provide information pertaining to
issues of particular concern to your mission. Of
particular interest would be listings of protected
species and the general location of their habitats.

Federal Agencies Contacted
Federal Lands Inventory
Houston OAPM Study Areas

U.S. Fish &
Wildlife Service

Mr. Dean
Bossert

McFaddin NWR -
Refuge Manager

P.O. Box 358,
7950 S. Gulfway Drive,
Sabine Pass, TX 77655

that USFWS provide information pertaining to
issues of particular concern to your mission. Of
particular interest would be listings of protected
species and the general location of their habitats.

Federal Agencies Contacted
Federal Lands Inventory
Houston OAPM Study Areas

U.S. Fish &
Wildlife Service

Mr. Shaun
Sanchez

Anahuac NWR -
Refuge Manager;
Moody NWR -
Refuge Manager

P.O. Box 278,
4017 FM 563,
Anahuac, TX 77514

that USFWS provide information pertaining to
issues of particular concern to your mission. Of
particular interest would be listings of protected
species and the general location of their habitats.

Federal Agencies Contacted
Federal Lands Inventory
Houston OAPM Study Areas

U.S. Fish &
Wildlife Service

Mr. John
Magera

Attwater Prairie
Chicken NWR -
Refuge Manager

P.O. Box 519,
Eagle Lake, TX 77434

that USFWS provide information pertaining to
issues of particular concern to your mission. Of
particular interest would be listings of protected
species and the general location of their habitats.

Federal Agencies Contacted
Federal Lands Inventory
Houston OAPM Study Areas
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U.S. Fish &
Wildlife Service

Mr. Shane
Kasson

Big Boggy NWR -
Refuge Manager

6801 County Road 306
Brazoria, TX 77422

that USFWS provide information pertaining to
issues of particular concern to your mission. Of
particular interest would be listings of protected
species and the general location of their habitats.

Federal Agencies Contacted
Federal Lands Inventory
Houston OAPM Study Areas

U.S. Fish &
Wildlife Service

Mr. James
Dingee

Brazoria NWR -
Refuge Manager

24907 FM 2004,
Angleton, TX 77515

that USFWS provide information pertaining to
issues of particular concern to your mission. Of
particular interest would be listings of protected
species and the general location of their habitats.

Federal Agencies Contacted
Federal Lands Inventory
Houston OAPM Study Areas

U.S. Fish &
Wildlife Service

Mr. Shane
Kasson

San Bernard NWR
- Refuge Manager

6801 County Road 306,
Brazoria, TX 77422

that USFWS provide information pertaining to
issues of particular concern to your mission. Of
particular interest would be listings of protected
species and the general location of their habitats.

Federal Agencies Contacted
Federal Lands Inventory
Houston OAPM Study Areas

U.S. Fish &
Wildlife Service

Mr. Earnest
Cranwelge

Texas Point NWR
- Refuge Manager

P.O. Box 358,
7950 S. Gulfway Drive,
Sabine Pass, TX 77655

that USFWS provide information pertaining to
issues of particular concern to your mission. Of
particular interest would be listings of protected
species and the general location of their habitats.

Federal Agencies Contacted
Federal Lands Inventory
Houston OAPM Study Areas

U.S. Fish &
Wildlife Service

Mr. Terrance
Delaine

Sabine NWR -
Refuge Manager

3000 Holly Beach Hwy,
Hackberry, LA 70645

that USFWS provide information pertaining to
issues of particular concern to your mission. Of
particular interest would be listings of protected
species and the general location of their habitats.

Federal Agencies Contacted
Federal Lands Inventory
Houston OAPM Study Areas

U.S. Fish &
Wildlife Service

Mr. Sturat
Sanchez

Moody NWR -
Refuge Manager
c/o Anahuac NWR

P.O. Box 278,
4017 FM 563,
Anahuac, TX 77514

that USFWS provide information pertaining to
issues of particular concern to your mission. Of
particular interest would be listings of protected
species and the general location of their habitats.

Federal Agencies Contacted
Federal Lands Inventory
Houston OAPM Study Areas

US Air Force -
FAA Southwest
Region

Maj. Jamie
Flanders

Department of the
Air Force
Representative

2601 Meacham Blvd,
Room 161,
Fort Worth, TX 76137

that the Air Force provide information pertaining to
anticipated changes to existing or proposed
operational or training airspace units (e.g.,
Restricted [R-] Areas; Military Operations Areas
(MOAs); Controlled Firing Areas (CFAs); Alert [A-]
Areas; Warning [W-] Areas; Low Altitude Tactical
Navigation (LATN) Areas; Aerial Refueling routes;
Military Training Routes (MTRs); Air Traffic
Control, ATC Assigned Airspace (ATCAA) area;

Federal Agencies Contacted
Federal Lands Inventory
Houston OAPM Study Areas
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and similar special activity airspace for which the
USAF has scheduling or management
responsibility.”

US Army - FAA
Southwest
Region

Lt. Col. Brent
Castleman

Department of the
Army Regional
Representative

2601 Meacham Blvd,
Room 161,
Fort Worth, TX 76137

that the Army provide information pertaining to
anticipated changes to existing or proposed
operational or training airspace units (e.g.,
Restricted [R-] Areas; Military Operations Areas
(MOAs); Controlled Firing Areas (CFAs); Alert [A-]
Areas; Warning [W-] Areas; Low Altitude Tactical
Navigation (LATN) Areas; Aerial Refueling routes;
Military Training Routes (MTRs); Air Traffic
Control, ATC Assigned Airspace (ATCAA) area;
and similar special activity airspace for which the
Army has scheduling or management
responsibility.”

Federal Agencies Contacted
Federal Lands Inventory
Houston OAPM Study Areas

US Coast Guard
- FAA
Southwest
Region

Lt. Aaron Mader Department of the
Coast Guard

1178 Ellington Field,
Houston, TX 77034

that the Coast Guard provide information
pertaining to anticipated changes to existing or
proposed operational or training airspace units
(e.g., Restricted [R-] Areas; Military Operations
Areas (MOAs); Controlled Firing Areas (CFAs);
Alert [A-] Areas; Warning [W-] Areas; Low Altitude
Tactical Navigation (LATN) Areas; Aerial
Refueling routes; Military Training Routes (MTRs);
Air Traffic Control, ATC Assigned Airspace
(ATCAA) area; and similar special activity
airspace for which the USCG has scheduling or
management responsibility.”

Federal Agencies Contacted
Federal Lands Inventory
Houston OAPM Study Areas
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US Navy - FAA
Southwest
Region

Cdr. Tim
Gamache

Department of the
Navy
Representative

ASW-930,
2601 Meacham Blvd,
RM161C,
Fort Worth, TX 76137

that the Navy provide information pertaining to
anticipated changes to existing or proposed
operational or training airspace units (e.g.,
Restricted [R-] Areas; Military Operations Areas
(MOAs); Controlled Firing Areas (CFAs); Alert [A-]
Areas; Warning [W-] Areas; Low Altitude Tactical
Navigation (LATN) Areas; Aerial Refueling routes;
Military Training Routes (MTRs); Air Traffic
Control, ATC Assigned Airspace (ATCAA) area;
and similar special activity airspace for which the
USN has scheduling or management
responsibility.”

Federal Agencies Contacted
Federal Lands Inventory
Houston OAPM Study Areas

Table J-4 State Agencies Mailing List

Agency Name Title Address Specific Request Attachments

Governor's
Budget and
Planning Office

Mr. Tod Adams Texas State Single
Point of Contact

State Insurance Building
1100 San Jacinto Blvd,
Austin, TX 78711

The FAA has copied a number of agencies on this
early notification package and request your review
and input of the attached distribution.

State Agencies Contacted
Local Agencies Contacted
State Lands Inventory
Houston OAPM Study Areas

Texas
Commission on
Environmental
Quality

Ms. Patty Reeh Regional Director -
Region 9

6801 Sanger Avenue,
Suite 2500,
Waco, TX 76710-7826

State Agencies Contacted
State Lands Inventory
Houston OAPM Study Areas

Texas
Commission on
Environmental
Quality

Ms. Heather
Feldman

Regional Director -
Region 10

3870 Eastex Freeway,
Beaumont, TX 77703

State Agencies Contacted
State Lands Inventory
Houston OAPM Study Areas
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Texas
Commission on
Environmental
Quality

Ms. Linda Vasse Regional Director -
Region 12

5425 Polk Street, Suite H,
Houston, TX 77023-1452

State Agencies Contacted
State Lands Inventory
Houston OAPM Study Areas

Texas
Department of
Public Safety

Mr. Steve
McCraw

Director 5805 North Lamar Blvd,
Austin, TX 78752-4422

State Agencies Contacted
State Lands Inventory
Houston OAPM Study Areas

Texas
Department of
Transportation

Mr. David Fulton Aviation Director 125 East 11th Street,
Austin, TX 78701

State Agencies Contacted
State Lands Inventory
Houston OAPM Study Areas

Texas Historical
Commission

Mr. Mark Wolfe State Historic
Preservation
Officer

1511 Colorado,
Austin, TX 78701

that your agency review the attachments to this
letter, which identify historic sites within the
Primary Study Area.

State Agencies Contacted
Local Agencies Contacted
State Lands Inventory
Historic Districts Inventory
Historic Places Inventory
Houston OAPM Study Areas

Texas
Department of
Rural Affairs

Mr. Rick Rhodes Administrator 1700 North Congress St.,
11th Floor,
Austin, TX 78701

State Agencies Contacted
State Lands Inventory
Houston OAPM Study Areas

Texas Parks &
Wildlife
Department

Mr. Clayton
Wolfe

Director of Wildlife 4200 Smith School Road,
Austin, TX 78744-3292

information concerning any state avian "species of
concern" that are present within the study area at
sites /units monitored by your agency.

State Agencies Contacted
State Lands Inventory
Houston OAPM Study Areas
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Table J-5 Local Agencies Mailing List

Agency Name Title Address Attachments

Austin County Judge Carolyn
Biliski

County Judge One East Main
Bellville, TX 77418-1521

Local Agencies Contacted
Historic Districts Inventory
Houston OAPM Study Areas

Brazoria County Judge Joe King County Judge 111 E. Locust Street,
Suite 102
Angleton, TX 77515-4642

Local Agencies Contacted
Historic Districts Inventory
Houston OAPM Study Areas

Brazos County Judge Duane Peters County Judge 200 S. Texas Avenue
Suite 332
Bryan, TX 77803

Local Agencies Contacted
Historic Districts Inventory
Houston OAPM Study Areas

Chambers
County

Judge Jimmy Sylvia County Judge P.O. Box 939
Anahuac, TX 77514

Local Agencies Contacted
Historic Districts Inventory
Houston OAPM Study Areas

Fort Bend
County

Dr. Robert Hebert County Judge 301 Jackson Street
Suite 719
Richmond, TX 77469

Local Agencies Contacted
Historic Districts Inventory
Houston OAPM Study Areas

Galveston
County

Judge Mark Henry County Judge 722 Moody Avenue
Suite 200
Galveston, TX 77550

Local Agencies Contacted
Historic Districts Inventory
Houston OAPM Study Areas

Grimes County Judge Betty Shiflett County Judge P.O. Box 160
Anderson, TX 77830

Local Agencies Contacted
Historic Districts Inventory
Houston OAPM Study Areas

Hardin County Judge Billy Caraway County Judge 300 Monroe Street
Kountze, TX 77625

Local Agencies Contacted
Historic Districts Inventory
Houston OAPM Study Areas

Harris County Judge Ed Emmett County Judge 1001 Preston
Suite 911
Houston, TX 77002

Local Agencies Contacted
Historic Districts Inventory
Houston OAPM Study Areas

Houston Airport
System

Mr. Michael Marek Operations
Coordinator

4775 Will Clayton
Parkway
Houston, TX 77032

Local Agencies Contacted
Historic Districts Inventory
Houston OAPM Study Areas

Jefferson
County

Judge Jeff Branick County Judge 1149 Pearl Street
Beaumont, TX 77701

Local Agencies Contacted
Historic Districts Inventory
Houston OAPM Study Areas

Liberty County Judge Craig McNair County Judge 1923 Sam Houston Street
Room 201
Liberty, TX 77575

Local Agencies Contacted
Historic Districts Inventory
Houston OAPM Study Areas

Montgomery
County

Judge Alan Sadler County Judge 301 North Thompson
Conroe, TX 77301

Local Agencies Contacted
Historic Districts Inventory
Houston OAPM Study Areas

Polk County Judge John
Thompson

County Judge 101 West Church Street
Suite 300
Livingston, TX 77351

Local Agencies Contacted
Historic Districts Inventory
Houston OAPM Study Areas

San Jacinto
County

Judge Fritz Faulkner County Judge 1 State Hwy 150
Room 5
Coldspring, TX 77331

Local Agencies Contacted
Historic Districts Inventory
Houston OAPM Study Areas

Tyler County Judge Jacques
Blanchette

County Judge 100 W. Bluff
Woodville, TX 75979

Local Agencies Contacted
Historic Districts Inventory
Houston OAPM Study Areas
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Agency Name Title Address Attachments

Walker County Judge Danny Pierce County Judge 1100 University Avenue
Room 204
Huntsville, TX 77340

Local Agencies Contacted
Historic Districts Inventory
Houston OAPM Study Areas

Waller County Judge Glen
Beckendorff

County Judge 836 Austin Street
Suite 203
Hempstead, TX 77445

Local Agencies Contacted
Historic Districts Inventory
Houston OAPM Study Areas

Washington
County

Judge John Brieden County Judge 100 East Main
Suite 104
Brenham, TX 77833

Local Agencies Contacted
Historic Districts Inventory
Houston OAPM Study Areas

Wharton County Judge Phillip
Spenrath

County Judge 309 E. Milam
Wharton, TX 77488

Local Agencies Contacted
Historic Districts Inventory
Houston OAPM Study Areas
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J.1.1 Sample Letters

J.1.1.1 Alabama-Coushatta Tribal
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J.1.1.2 Elected Officials
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J.1.1.3 All Agencies
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J.1.1.4 Environmental Protection Agency
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J.1.1.5 DOI Indian Affairs, Governors Planning Office
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J.1.1.6 Supplemental Letters

This section presents additonal letters sent between August 1, 2012 and August 28,
2012.
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J.1.2 Attachments
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J.2 Public Notices

J.2.1 Newspapers

The following shows a sample of the ad that ran in the newspapers listed in Table J-6,
the same text was provided to all.
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Table J-6 List of Publication Newspapers

Newspaper Publication Date
Page

Number
Publication Date

Page
Number

The Bay City Tribune Sunday, July 29, 2012 Page 7B Sunday, August 5, 2012 Page 9B

Beaumont Enterprise Sunday, July 29, 2012 Page 5D Sunday, August 5, 2012 Page 5D

Bellville Times Thursday, August 2, 2012
Section B

Page 7
Thursday, August 9, 2012

Section B
Page 7

Brenham Banner-Press Sunday, July 29, 2012 Page 11 Sunday, August 5, 2012 Page 9

Cleveland Advocate Wednesday, August 1, 2012 Page 9A Wednesday, August 8, 2012 Page 13A

Colorado County Citizen Wednesday, August 1, 2012 Page 17 Wednesday, August 8, 2012 Page 18

Navasota Examiner Wednesday, August 1, 2012 Page 13A Wednesday, August 8, 2012 Page 14A

Fort Bend Herald Sunday, July 29, 2012 Page B4 Sunday, August 5, 2012 Page 4

Galveston County Daily News Sunday, July 29, 2012 Page D4 Sunday, August 5, 2012 Page D3

Houston Chronicle Sunday, July 29, 2012 Page D5 Sunday, August 5, 2012 Page D5

Huntsville Item Tuesday, July 31, 2012 Page 8A Sunday, August 5, 2012 Page 3C

Polk County Enterprise Sunday, July 29, 2012 Page 10B Sunday, August 5, 2012 Page 10B

San Jacinto News-Times Thursday, August 2, 2012 Page 9A Thursday, August 9, 2012 Page 8

The Silsbee Bee Wednesday, August 1, 2012
Section 2
Page 6

Wednesday, August 8, 2012
Section 2
Page 6

The Courier Sunday, July 29, 2012 Page 4C Sunday, August 5, 2012 Page 5C

The Facts Sunday, July 29, 2012 Page 9B Sunday, August 5, 2012 Page 7B

The Progress Wednesday, August 1, 2012 Page 15 Wednesday, August 8, 2012 Page 10

The Times Tribune Thursday, August 2, 2012 Page 8 Thursday, August 9, 2012 Page 14

Wharton Journal-Spectator Wednesday, August 1, 2012 Page B4 Wednesday, August 8, 2012 Page B5
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J.2.2 Website

The project information can be found via the internet at
http://www.oapmenvironmental.com/
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J.3 Responses and Comments
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RESPONSE TABLE

Comments Received during Early Consultation

Agency/Organization Name Letter Date
Comment

Number
Comment FAA Response

Attorney Tim

Honeycutt

6/18/2012 1 How and when can I find out the anticipated locations of

these new departure and arrival routes that align airplanes

on preferred paths?

The Environmental Assessment will be made available

to the public online and at Houston Central Library.

Public notices of availability will be published in area

newspapers.

Department of

Agriculture - Forest

Service - National

Forest and Grasslands

in Texas

Mark Van

Every

7/31/2012 1 The National Forests and Grasslands in Texas (NFGT) is

concerned about the impacts of the Houston OAPM project

to the endangered Red-cockaded woodpecker (RCW). This

species is present on all three national forests within the

proposed project area. A specific concern would be impacts

to the RCW from proposed changes to air flight paths and

altitudes over the Sam Houston National Forest which has

the largest population of RCWs.

The Wildlife Strike Database does not identify any

specific strikes associated with study airports of the red-

cockaded woodpecker, or any other woodpecker

species. In addition, the red-cockaded woodpecker

altitude range is recognized as ground level to

approximately 500 meters (approximately 1,640 feet).

Please see Section 4.2.8.2. Flight track altitudes over

the Sam Houston National Forest for the Proposed

Action are expected to be in the range of 5,500 to

30,000 feet MSL. Aircraft altitudes at or below 2,000

ft AGL, especially associated with Lone Star Airport,

are not being modified as part of this project.
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RESPONSE TABLE

Comments Received during Early Consultation

Agency/Organization Name Letter Date
Comment

Number
Comment FAA Response

Environmental

Protection Agency

Rhonda

Smith

8/13/2012 1 To assist in the scoping process for this project, we have

identified several issues for your attention in the preparation

of the EA and enclosed detailed scoping comments for your

consideration. EPA is most concerned about the following

issues: alternative development, air quality impacts,

cumulative impacts, climate change, noise impacts,

environmental justice, tribal coordination, National Historic

Preservation Act, and land use planning.

Comment Noted - see EPA 8/13/2012 # 4 to 12

Environmental

Protection Agency -

Attachment

Rhonda

Smith

8/13/2012 3 Purpose and Need - The EA should clearly identify the

underlying purpose and need to which the FAA is

responding in proposing the alternatives (40 CFR 1502.13).

The purpose of the proposed action is typically the specific

objectives of the activity, while the need for the proposed

action may be to eliminate a broader underlying problem or

take advantage of an opportunity.

Concur - Please see sections 2.1 & 2.2.

Environmental

Protection Agency -

Attachment

Rhonda

Smith

8/13/2012 4 Alternatives Analysis - The National Environmental Policy

Act requires evaluation of reasonable alternatives, including

those that may not be within the jurisdiction of the lead

agency (40 CFR Section 1502.14(c)). A robust range of

alternatives will include options for avoiding significant

environmental impacts. The EA should provide a clear

discussion of the reasons for the elimination of alternatives

which are not evaluated in detail.

The EA complies with alternative requirements in

NEPA, CEQ regulations, and FAA NEPA procedures

(See FAA Order 1050.1E). Please see Chapter 3.
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RESPONSE TABLE

Comments Received during Early Consultation

Agency/Organization Name Letter Date
Comment

Number
Comment FAA Response

Environmental

Protection Agency -

Attachment

Rhonda

Smith

8/13/2012 5 Air Quality - The EA should provide a detailed discussion of

ambient air conditions (baseline or existing conditions),

National Ambient Air Quality Standards, criteria pollutant

nonattainment areas, and potential air quality impacts of the

proposed project (including cumulative and indirect

impacts). Such an evaluation is necessary to assure

compliance with State and Federal air quality regulations,

and to disclose the potential impacts from temporary or

cumulative degradation of air quality. The EA should

describe and estimate air emissions from potential

construction and maintenance activities, as well as proposed

mitigation measures to minimize those emissions.

The EA addresses potential Air Quality effects in

Section 4.2.5 and 5.6.

Environmental

Protection Agency -

Attachment

Rhonda

Smith

8/13/2012 6 Climate Change - The EA should consider how climate

change could potentially influence the proposed project,

specifically within sensitive areas, and assess how the

projected impacts could be exacerbated by climate change.

The EA assesses potential climate impacts in

accordance with the FAA memorandum "Considering

Greenhouse Gases and Climate Change Under the

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) : Interim

Guidance" (January 12, 2012). Please see Sections

4.2.7 and 5.8.

Environmental

Protection Agency -

Attachment

Rhonda

Smith

8/13/2012 7 Noise Impact - The EA should evaluate how the proposed

action will impact existing noise levels in comparison with

current airport noise levels and compatible land use in the

project affected areas. EPA suggests analysis be conducted

using guidance as provided by FAA Order 1050.1E,

Appendix A, Section 14 for proper FAA analysis of noise

impacts.

Concur. Please see Sections 4.2.1. and 5.2.
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RESPONSE TABLE

Comments Received during Early Consultation

Agency/Organization Name Letter Date
Comment

Number
Comment FAA Response

Environmental

Protection Agency -

Attachment

Rhonda

Smith

8/13/2012 8 The cumulative impacts analysis should identify how

resources, ecosystems, and communities in the vicinity of

the project have already been, or will be, affected by past,

present, or future activities in the project area. These

resources should be characterized in terms of their response

to change and capacity to withstand stresses. Trends data

should be used to establish a baseline for the affected

resources, to evaluate the significance of historical

degradation, and to predict the environmental effects of the

project components...we recommend focusing on resources

of concern or resources that are "at risk" and/or are

significantly impacted by the proposed project, before

mitigation. For this project, the FAA should conduct a

thorough assessment of the cumulative impacts to aquatic

and biological resources, especially in the context of the

other developments occurring and proposed in the area.

Cumulative effects are analyzed in Sections 4.4 and

5.12. No cumulative effects on aquatic and biological

resources are expected.

Environmental

Protection Agency -

Attachment

Rhonda

Smith

8/13/2012 9 Coordination with Tribal Governments - If applicable, the

EA should describe the process and outcome of government-

to­government consultation between the FAA and with any

and each of the tribal governments within the project area,

issues that were raised (if any), and how those issues were

addressed in the selection of the proposed alternative.

EO 13175, “Consultation and Coordination with Indian

Tribal Governments,” directs Federal agencies to

consult with Indian Tribes on a government-to-

government basis when formulating policies or

undertaking actions that would have substantial direct

effects on those Indian Tribes. There are no substantial

direct effects as a result of the proposed action.

Therefore, government-to-government consultation is

not required for this EA.

The Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of Texas lives in Polk

County within the Supplemental Study Area. The FAA

sent an early notification package to the chief of the

tribal nation requesting input to the environmental

assessment. No formal response was been received nor

concerns otherwise expressed to the FAA's knowledge.

Please see section 4.2.4 and Section 6.
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Comments Received during Early Consultation

Agency/Organization Name Letter Date
Comment

Number
Comment FAA Response

Environmental

Protection Agency -

Attachment

Rhonda

Smith

8/13/2012 10 National Historic Preservation Act and Executive Order

13007 - Consultation for tribal cultural resources is required

under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act.

Historic properties under the NHPA are properties that are

included in the National Register of Historic Places or that

meet the criteria for the National Register... Under NEPA,

any impacts to tribal, cultural, or other treaty resources must

be discussed and mitigated. Section 106 of the NHPA

requires that Federal agencies consider the effects of their

actions on cultural resources, following regulation in 36

CFR 800

Analysis of potential impacts on cultural resources,

including tribal resources, and associated consultation

is presented in Sections 4.2.4 and 5.5.3 and Appendix

J.

Environmental

Protection Agency -

Attachment

Rhonda

Smith

8/13/2012 11 Environmental Justice and Impacted Communities - The EA

should include an evaluation of environmental justice

populations within the geographic scope of the projects.

Assessment of the projects impact on minority and low-

income populations should reflect coordination with those

affected populations. The EA should also describe outreach

conducted to all other communities that could be affected by

the project, since rural communities may be among the most

vulnerable to health risks associated with the project.

Environmental Justice considerations are presented in

Sections 4.2.10 and 5.11.

Environmental

Protection Agency -

Attachment

Rhonda

Smith

8/13/2012 12 Coordination with Land Use Planning Activities - The EA

should discuss how the proposed action would support or

conflict with the objectives of federal, state, tribal or local

land use plans, policies and controls in the project areas.

The term "land use plans" includes all types of formally

adopted documents for land use planning, conservation,

zoning and related regulatory requirements. Proposed plans

not yet developed should also be addressed if they have

been formally proposed by the appropriate government body

in a written form (CEQ's Forty Questions, #23b).

Issues related to land use are discussed in Sections

4.2.2 and 5.3.
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Comments Received during Early Consultation

Agency/Organization Name Letter Date
Comment

Number
Comment FAA Response

Texas Parks and

Wildlife

Amy Turner 8/14/2012 1 The Texas Natural Diversity Database (TXNDD) is

intended to assist users in avoiding harm to rare species or

significant ecological features… the data from the TXNDD

do not provide a definitive statement as to the presence,

absence or condition of special species, natural

communities, or other significant features within your

project area. These data are not inclusive and cannot be

used as presence/absence data. This information cannot be

substituted for on-the-ground surveys.

Comment noted.

Texas Parks and

Wildlife

Amy Turner 8/14/2012 2 The TXNDD is updated continuously based on new,

updated and undigitized records; for questions regarding a

record, please contact txndd@tpwd.state.tx.us. Due to the

large scope of the project, TPWD recommends that the

applicant contact the TXNDD through the email above and

request the TXNDD data to adequately evaluate the

proposed project's impacts upon rare resources.

Comment noted.

Texas Parks and

Wildlife

Amy Turner 8/14/2012 3 Recommendation. Using the county lists of rare species, the

portions of the proposed project with potential to support

rare species should be field surveyed to determine the extent

and quality of the suspect habitat and potential impacts.

The affected environment is the area at altitude where

changes in flight procedures are proposed. It does not

include rare species and terrestrial habitat. Therefore,

no field surveys are necessary. Please see Sections 4.2.8

and 5.9.3 for discussion of Affected Environment and

Environmental Consequences to rare species.

Texas Parks and

Wildlife

Amy Turner 8/14/2012 4 Recommendation. If rare species or their habitat would be

impacted by the proposed project, the applicant should

coordinate with TPWD and the USFWS, as appropriate, to

determine avoidance, minimization, and mitigation

strategies.

The FAA does not anticipate impacts to rare species or

their habitat from the proposed action. Please see

Sections 4.2.8 and 5.9.
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Comments Received during Early Consultation

Agency/Organization Name Letter Date
Comment

Number
Comment FAA Response

Texas Parks and

Wildlife

Amy Turner 8/14/2012 5 Because the project area is located within the Central

Flyway, during spring and fall migration periods, the density

of migrating birds, ranging in size from small Neo-Tropical

songbirds to large raptors, can be extremely high, increasing

the risk of bird aircraft strike hazards. Due to the number of

resident and migratory birds in the area, their daily and/or

seasonal movements can create various hazardous conditions

for pilots. Raptors (hawks, falcons, kites, eagles and

vultures) are likely to be one of the most often encountered

guilds in the area. These birds can be particularly hazardous

to aircraft because of their size and widespread distribution.

Raptors, particularly vultures, use thermals to their

advantage to search for prey. These birds become active

during mid­morning and remain aloft until late afternoon.

Comment noted. The Wildlife Strikes database

provides information on historical rates of collisions

between aircraft and wildlife, including raptors.

Nothing in the wildlife strikes database or scientific

literature suggests that changes in flight procedures

would result in a significant change in collision rates.

Texas Parks and

Wildlife

Amy Turner 8/14/2012 6 Please be aware that many birds are protected by the

Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) which provides for a

year-round closed season for non-game birds and prohibits

the taking of migratory bird, nests, and eggs, except as

permitted by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS).

The MBTA also imposes liability upon those who

unintentionally violate the MBTA. Any habitat modification

that includes clearing vegetation should be done outside of

the migratory bird nesting season (which is April through

July) in order to avoid or minimize potential impacts to

migratory birds.

Comment noted. Please see discussion of the MBTA in

Sections 4.2.8.1 and 5.9.

Montgomery County Alan Sadler 8/15/2012 1 We request that any proposed changes to the flight tracks of

current arrival/departure routes below 10,000 feet be

depicted in the environmental assessment document on a

map so that we may recognize any potential impacts.

Chapter 3 (Alternatives) includes graphic depictions of

existing and proposed arrival and departure routes.

As a general rule, flights below 10,000 feet above

ground level (AGL) would occur within the primary

study area (PSA), while flights above 10,000 feet AGL

would generally occur within the supplemental study

area (SSA).
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RESPONSE TABLE

Comments Received during Early Consultation

Agency/Organization Name Letter Date
Comment

Number
Comment FAA Response

Department of the

Interior - Fish and

Wildlife Service

Edith

Erfling

8/21/2012 1 A county-by-county listing of federally-listed threatened and

endangered species that occur within this office's work area

can be found at

http://www.fws.govisouthwest'es'EndangeredSpecies'Endang

eredSpecies_Lists'EndangeredSpecies_Lists_Main.cfm. You

should use the county-by-county listing and other current

species information to determine whether suitable habitat

for a listed species is present at your project site. If suitable

habitat is present, a qualified individual should conduct

surveys to determine whether a listed species is present.

Since the proposed action would only involve changes

in aircraft routing, the EA focuses analysis on bats,

migratory birds, and wildlife in the vicinity of study

area airports. The proposed action is not likely to

adversely affect species in the study area or their

habitat. Please see Sections 4.2.8 and 5.9.

Department of the

Interior - Fish and

Wildlife Service

Edith

Erfling

8/21/2012 2 After completing a habitat evaluation and or any necessary

surveys, you should evaluate the project for potential effects

to the listed species and make one of the following

determinations: No effect, Is not likely to adversely affect, Is

likely to adversely affect.

Please refer to response to USFWS comment #1 dated

08/21/2012. The FAA has determined that the proposed

action is not likely to adversely affect the listed species

or critical habitat. Please see Section 5.9.

Department of the

Interior - Fish and

Wildlife Service

Edith

Erfling

8/21/2012 3 Regardless of your determination, the Service recommends

that you maintain a complete record of the evaluation,

including steps leading to the determination of affect, the

qualified personnel conducting the evaluation, habitat

conditions. site photographs. and any other related articles.

The Service's Consultation Handbook is available online to

assist you with further information on definitions. process.

and fulfilling Endangered Species Act requirements for your

projects at: http://www.fws.gov/endangered/esa-

library/pdf/esa_section7_handbook.pdf

Comment noted.
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RESPONSE TABLE

Comments Received during Early Consultation

Agency/Organization Name Letter Date
Comment

Number
Comment FAA Response

Texas Historical

Commission - State

Historic Preservation

Officer

Kelly Little 9/7/2012 1 As part of consultation under section 106, the EA should

address the effect of the proposed undertaking on those

historic properties. An effect occurs when an action alters

the characteristics of a property that qualify it for listing in

the National Register of Historic Places, including changes

to the property's location, design, setting, materials,

workmanship, feeling, and association. An undertaking of

this type would not have the potential to directly impact

historic resources, so we will be interested in an analysis of

indirect effects. The introduction of visual, atmospheric or

audible elements that diminish the integrity of the

properties' significant historic features would be considered

to adversely affect the historic resources.

Comment noted.

National Park Service Crystal

Salas

8/14/2012 1 The National Park Service has no comment on this subject

project.

Comment Noted
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From: Tim Honeycutt <timhoneycutt@earthlink.net>

ASW-005, Office of Communications
To: Lynn Lunsford/ASW/FAA@FAA,
Date: 04/05/2012 02:18 PM
Subject: Houston airports to improve on-time flights, increase safety and fuel efficiency

Dear Ms. (Mr.) Lunsford:

How and when can I find out the anticipated locations of these new departure and
arrival routes that align airplanes on preferred paths? Thanks.
--
Regards,

Tim Honeycutt
Attorney at Law
16607 Saint Johns Wood Dr.
Tomball, Texas 77377
281.379.7999 voice
832.565.1761 fax
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United States 	Forest 	National Forests and Grasslands 	2221 North Raguet Street 

1i Department of 

	

	Service 	in Texas 	 Lufkin, TX 75904 , 
Agriculture 	 Supervisors Office 	 Phone 936-639-8501 

TDD# 936-639-8560 

File Code: 1950 
Date: July 31, 2012 

	

1E 	

21
2 

AUG 	M12 

Mr. Roger McGrath 
Operations Support Group 
2601 MeachamBoulevard 
Fort Worth, TX 76137 

Dear Mr. McGrath: 

This is in response to your letter dated July 20, 2012 concerning preparation of an Environmental 
Assessment (EA) for implementation of the Houston Optimization of Airspace and Procedures in 
the Metroplex (Houston OAPM) project. 

Three national forests (Sam Houston, Davy Crockett and Angelina National Forests) are either in 
the primary study area or supplemental study area for this project. 

The National Forests and Grasslands in Texas (NFGT) is concerned about the impacts of the 
Houston OAPM project to the endangered Red-cockaded woodpecker (RCW). This species is 
present on all three national forests within the proposed project area. A specific concern would 
be impacts to the RCW from proposed changes to airflight paths and altitudes over the Sam 
Houston National Forest which has the largest population of RCWs. 

The NFGT is interested in providing input on the EA prepared for this project. By this letter, I 
designate Forest Planner Lynn Jackson as the primary contact for this project. Ms. Jackson can 
be reached at the mailing address above, phone number 936-639-8581 or email address 
lynnjackson@ fs.fed.us . 

Thank you for allowing the NFGT to comment. 

Sincerely, 

MARK E. VAN EVERY 
Forest Supervisor 

Caring for the Land and Serving People Printed on Recycled Paper II. 
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Sincere,W 

Rhonda Simi 
Chief, Office of Planning 

and Coordination 

,-seo S74). 

'; Ari% .73 UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

211ra "j  
REGION 6 

1445 ROSS AVENUE, SUITE 1200 

PR°, 	
DALLAS TX 75202-2733 

RECEIVED AUG 212012 

August 13. 2012 

Roger McGrath 
Environmental Specialist 
Operations Support Group 
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 
2601 Meacham Boulevard 
Fort Worth, TX 76137 

Subject: Scoping Request on the Notice of Intent to Prepare an Environmental Assessment (EA) 
for the Houston Optimization of Airspace and Procedures in the Metroplex (OAPM), Houston, 
Texas 

Dear Mr. McGrath: 

The Region 6 office of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has reviewed the July 
20, 2012, Notice of Intent (NOI) to prepare an EA for the Houston Optimization of Airspace and 
Procedures in the Metroplex (OAPM). Our comments are provided pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) regulations 
(40 CFR Parts 1500-1508) and Section 309 of the Clean Air Act. 

To assist in the scoping process for this project, we have identified several issues for your 
attention in the preparation of the EA and enclosed detailed scoping comments for your 
consideration. EPA is most concerned about the following issues: alternative development, air 
quality impacts, cumulative impacts, climate change, noise impacts, environmental justice, tribal 
coordination, National Historic Preservation Act, and land use planning. 

We appreciate the opportunity to review this NOI and are available to discuss our 
comments. Please send one hard copy of the Draft EA and four CD ROM copies to this office 
when completed and submitted for public comment. If you have any questions, please contact 
Michael Jansky of my staff at (214) 665-7451 or by e-mail at jansky.michael@epa.gov .  

Enclosure: 

Internet Address (URL) • http://www.epa.gov/region6  
Recycled/Recyclable  • Printed with Vegetable Oil Based Inks on 100% Recycled  Paper,  Process Chlorine Free 
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DETAILED SCOPING COMMENTS 
ON THE 

NOTICE OF INTENT (NOI) FOR THE 
FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION (FAA) 

TO PREPARE AN 
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT (EA) ON THE HOUSTON OPTIMIZATION 

OF AIRSPACE AND PROCEDURES IN THE METROPLEX (OAPM) 
OF HOUSTON, TEXAS 

Proposed Project 

In compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), as 
amended, the FAA intends to prepare an Environmental Assessment (EA) analyzing the impacts 
of the proposed Houston Optimization of Airspace and Procedures in the Metroplex (Houston 
OAPM) project. This EA will be used by FAA in its decision making process to determine 
whether the project is in the public interest. FAA will serve as the lead Federal agency under 
the NEPA process and is responsible for the preparation of the EA. 

Statement of Purpose and Need 

The EA should clearly identify the underlying purpose and need to which the FAA is 
responding in proposing the alternatives (40 CFR 1502.13). The purpose of the proposed action 
is typically the specific objectives of the activity, while the need for the proposed action may be 
to eliminate a broader underlying problem or take advantage of an opportunity. 

Alternatives Analysis 

The National Environmental Policy Act requires evaluation of reasonable alternatives, 
including those that may not be within the jurisdiction of the lead agency (40 CFR Section 
1502.14(c)). A robust range of alternatives will include options for avoiding significant 
environmental impacts. The EA should provide a clear discussion of the reasons for the 
elimination of alternatives which are not evaluated in detail. 

Air Quality 

The EA should provide a detailed discussion of ambient air conditions (baseline or 
existing conditions), National Ambient Air Quality Standards, criteria pollutant nonattainment 
areas, and potential air quality impacts of the proposed project (including cumulative and indirect 
impacts). Such an evaluation is necessary to assure compliance with State and Federal air quality 
regulations, and to disclose the potential impacts from temporary or cumulative degradation of 
air quality. The EA should describe and estimate air emissions from potential construction and 
maintenance activities, as well as proposed mitigation measures to minimize those emissions. 
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Climate Change 

Scientific evidence supports the concern that continued increases in greenhouse gas 
emissions resulting from human activities will contribute to climate change. Global warming is 
caused by emissions of carbon dioxide and other heat-trapping gases. On December 7, 2009, the 
EPA determined that emissions of greenhouse gases (GHG) contribute to air pollution that 
"endangers public health and welfare" within the meaning of the Clean Air Act. Higher 
temperatures and increased winter rainfall will be accompanied by a reduction in snow pack, 
earlier snowmelts, and increased runoff. Some of the impacts, such as reduced groundwater 
discharge, and more frequent and severe drought conditions, may impact the proposed projects. 
The EA should consider how climate change could potentially influence the proposed project, 
specifically within sensitive areas, and assess how the projected impacts could be exacerbated by 
climate change. 

Noise Impact 

The EA should evaluate how the proposed action will impact existing noise levels in 
comparison with current airport noise levels and compatible land use in the project affected 
areas. EPA suggests analysis be conducted using guidance as provided by FAA Order 1050.1E, 
Appendix A, Section 14 for proper FAA analysis of noise impacts. 

Cumulative and Indirect Impacts 

The cumulative impacts analysis should identify how resources, ecosystems, and 
communities in the vicinity of the project have already been, or will be, affected by past, present, 
or future activities in the project area. These resources should be characterized in terms of their 
response to change and capacity to withstand stresses. Trends data should be used to establish a 
baseline for the affected resources, to evaluate the significance of historical degradation, and to 
predict the environmental effects of the project components. 

For the cumulative impacts assessment, we recommend focusing on resources of concern 
or resources that are "at risk" and/or are significantly impacted by the proposed project, before 
mitigation. For this project, the FAA should conduct a thorough assessment of the cumulative 
impacts to aquatic and biological resources, especially in the context of the other developments 
occurring and proposed in the area. 

Coordination with Tribal Governments 

Executive Order 13175, Consultation and Coordination with Indian Tribal Governments 
(November 6, 2000), was issued in order to establish regular and meaningful consultation and 
collaboration with tribal officials in the development of federal policies that have tribal 
implications, and to strengthen the United States government-to-government relationships with 
Indian tribes. If applicable, the EA should describe the process and outcome of government-to-
government consultation between the FAA and with any and each of the tribal governments 
within the project area, issues that were raised (if any), and how those issues were addressed in 
the selection of the proposed alternative. 
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National Historic Preservation Act and Executive Order 13007(NRHA) 

Consultation for tribal cultural resources is required under Section 106 of the National 
Historic Preservation Act. Historic properties under the NHPA are properties that are included 
in the National Register of Historic Places or that meet the criteria for the National Register. 
Section 106 of the NHPA requires a federal agency, upon determining that activities under its 
control could affect historic properties, consult with the appropriate State Historic Preservation 
Officer (SHPO)/Tribal Historic Preservation Officer (THPO). Under NEPA, any impacts to 
tribal, cultural, or other treaty resources must be discussed and mitigated. Section 106 of the 
NHPA requires that Federal agencies consider the effects of their actions on cultural resources, 
following regulation in 36 CFR 800. 

Environmental Justice and Impacted Communities 

Executive Order 12898, Federal Actions to Address Environmental Justice in Minority 
Populations and Low-Income Populations (February 11, 1994) and the Interagency 
Memorandum of Understanding on Environmental Justice (August 4, 2011) direct federal 
agencies to identify and address disproportionately high and adverse human health or 
environmental effects on minority and low-income populations, allowing those populations a 
meaningful opportunity to participate in the decision-making process. Guidance' by CEQ 
clarifies the terms low-income and minority population (which includes Native Americans) and 
describes the factors to consider when evaluating disproportionately high and adverse human 
health effects. The EA should include an evaluation of environmental justice populations within 
the geographic scope of the projects. Assessment of the projects impact on minority and low-
income populations should reflect coordination with those affected populations. The EA should 
also describe outreach conducted to all other communities that could be affected by the project, 
since rural communities may be among the most vulnerable to health risks associated with the 
project. 

Coordination with Land Use Planning Activities 

The EA should discuss how the proposed action would support or conflict with the 
objectives of federal, state, tribal or local land use plans, policies and controls in the project 
areas. The term "land use plans" includes all types of formally adopted documents for land use 
planning, conservation, zoning and related regulatory requirements. Proposed plans not yet 
developed should also be addressed if they have been formally proposed by the appropriate 
government body in a written form (CEQ's Forty Questions, #23b). 

i Environmental Justice Guidance under the National Environmental Policy Act, Appendix A (Guidance for Federal 
Agencies on Key Terms in Executive Order 12898), CEQ, December 10, 1997. 
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TEXAS 

 

August 14, 2012 

Roger McGrath 
Operations Support Group 
2601 Meacham Boulevard 
Fort Worth, Texas 76137 

 

PARKS & 

WILDLIFE 

 

Life's better outside. 

Commissioners RE: 
	

Houston Optimization of Airspace and Procedures in the Metroplex 
T. Dan Friedkin 

Chairman 
Houston 

Ralph H. Duggins 
Vice-Chairman 

Fort Worth 

Antonio Falcon, M.D. 
Rio Grande City 

Karen J. Hixon 
San Antonio 

Dan Allen Hughes, Jr. 
Beeville 

Bill Jones 
Austin 

Margaret Martin 
Boerne 

S. Reed Morian 
Houston 

Dick Scott 
Wimberley 

Lee M. Bass 
Chairman-Emeritus 

Fort Worth 

Carter P. Smith 
Executive Director 

4200 SMITH SCHOOL ROAD 

AUSTIN, TEXAS 78744-3291 

512.389.4800 

Dear Mr. McGrath: 

The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) has received your request for 
information regarding potential impacts to threatened and endangered species and for 
information on other issues of concern relating to the project referenced above. Under 
Section 12.0011 of the Texas Parks and Wildlife Code, TPWD is charged with "providing 
recommendations that will protect fish and wildlife resources to local, state, and federal 
agencies that approve, permit, license, or construct developmental projects" and 
"providing information on fish and wildlife resources to any local, state, and federal 
agencies or private organizations that make decisions affecting those resources." 

The Federal Aviation Administration intends to prepare an EA to consider the potential 
impacts of the implementation of the Houston Optimization of Airspace and Procedures in 
the Metroplex (Houston OAPM) project. The Houston OAPM project would improve the 
efficiency of the national airspace system in the Houston metroplex by optimizing aircraft 
arrival and departure procedures at a number of airports, including George Bush 
Intercontinental Airport (IAH) and William P. Hobby (HOU). The project would involve 
changes in aircraft flight paths and altitudes in certain areas, but would not require any 
ground disturbance or increase the number of aircraft operation within southeast Texas 
airspace. 

TPWD reviewed the location of the proposed project and offers comments and 
recommendations concerning the following: 

• Rare and protected species 
• Migratory birds 

Rare and protected species 

The Texas Natural Diversity Database (TXNDD) is intended to assist users in avoiding 
harm to rare species or significant ecological features. Given the small proportion of 
public versus private land in Texas, the TXNDD does not include a representative 
inventory of rare resources in the state. Absence of information in the database does not 
imply that a species is absent from that area. Although it is based on the best data available 
to TPWD regarding rare species, the data from the TXNDD do not provide a definitive 
statement as to the presence, absence or condition of special species, natural communities, 
or other significant features within your project area. These data are not inclusive and 
cannot be used as presence/absence data. This information cannot be substituted for 
on-the-ground surveys. The TXNDD is updated continuously based on new, updated and 

To manage and conserve the natural and cultural resources of Texas and to provide hunting, fishing 
www.tpwd.state.tx.us 	 and outdoor recreation opportunities for the use and enjoyment of present and future generations. 
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Mr. McGrath 
Page 2 
August 14, 2012 

undigitized records; 	for questions regarding a record, 	please contact 
txndd@tpwd.state.tx.us . 

Due to the large scope of the project, TPWD recommends that the applicant contact the 
TXNDD through the email above and request the TXNDD data to adequately evaluate the 
proposed project's impacts upon rare resources. 

TPWD County Lists 

The TPWD county lists for rare species may be obtained from the following link: 
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/landwater/land/maps/giskis/endangered  species/. These lists 
provide information regarding rare species that have potential to occur within each county. 
Rare species could potentially be impacted if suitable habitat is present at or near the 

project site. 

Recommendation. Using the county lists of rare species, the portions of the 
proposed project with potential to support rare species should be field surveyed to 
determine the extent and quality of the suspect habitat and potential impacts. 

Recommendation. If rare species or their habitat would be impacted by the 
proposed project, the applicant should coordinate with TPWD and the USFWS, as 
appropriate, to determine avoidance, minimization, and mitigation strategies. 

Migratory birds 

Topographic features (e.g., plateaus), streams, creeks, and vegetated areas influence the 
distribution and abundance of avian species. Many birds establish flight corridors along 
and within river and creek drainages. Because the project area is located within the 
Central Flyway, during spring and fall migration periods, the density of migrating birds, 
ranging in size from small Neo-Tropical songbirds to large raptors, can be extremely high, 
increasing the risk of bird aircraft strike hazards. Due to the number of resident and 
migratory birds in the area, their daily and/or seasonal movements can create various 
hazardous conditions for pilots. 

Raptors (hawks, falcons, kites, eagles and vultures) are likely to be one of the most often 
encountered guilds in the area. These birds can be particularly hazardous to aircraft 
because of their size and widespread distribution. Raptors, particularly vultures, use 
thermals to their advantage to search for prey. These birds become active during mid-
morning and remain aloft until late afternoon. 

Please be aware that many birds are protected by the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) 
which provides for a year-round closed season for non-game birds and prohibits the taking 
of migratory bird, nests, and eggs, except as permitted by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS). The MBTA also imposes liability upon those who unintentionally 
violate the MBTA. Any habitat modification that includes clearing vegetation should be 
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Mr. McGrath 
Page 3 
August 14, 2012 

done outside of the migratory bird nesting season (which is April through July) in order to 
avoid or minimize potential impacts to migratory birds. 

TPWD advises review and implementation of these recommendations. If you have any 
questions, please contact me at (361) 576-0022. 

Sincerely, 

affi'D  C'i(t44 
Amy Turner, Ph.D. 
Wildlife Habitat Assessment Program 
Wildlife Division 

/ajt: ERCS-1887 
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From the Houston OAPM project mailbox

NO COMMENT from National Park Service: Houston Optimization of Airspace and Procedures in the Metroplex
(OAPM) Environmental Assessment

From: IMRextrev@nps.gov Tuesday, August 14, 2012 11:32AM

To: 9-ASW-HoustonOAPMcomment/ASW/FAA

cc:

bcc:

Sent by: Crystal_Salas@nps.gov

Mr. McGrath,

The National Park Service has no comment on the subject project.

Thank you and have a good day.

- Crystal Salas
_________________________________________
Environmental Quality External Review Team
National Park Service
Intermountain Region (AZ, CO, NM, MT, OK, TX, UT, WY)
IMRextrev@nps.gov
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RECEIVED AUG 2 1 2011 

  

501 N. Thompson, Suite 401 
Conroe, TX 77301 
E-Mail: cojudge@mctx.org  

ALAN B. SADLER 
COUNTY JUDGE 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY 

August 15, 2012 

Conroe: (936) 539-7812 
Houston: (281) 364-4200 

Fax: (936) 760-6919 

Roger McGrath, Environmental Specialist 
Operations Support Group 
2601 Meacham Boulevard 
Fort Worth, TX 76137 

Subject: Houston Optimization of Airspace and Procedures in the Metroplex (OAPM) Environmental 
Assessment — Early Notification and Consultation Package 

Dear Mr. McGrath: 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit comments concerning the above referenced action. We are 
supportive of efforts to take advantage of new technology and streamline air traffic into and out of the 
Metroplex area, with the understanding that positive results may include more efficient use of airspace, 
less delays, and savings in aircraft fuel usage. As you are aware, a considerable area of Montgomery 
County falls within the Primary Study Area, and may be affected by any changes in aircraft routing that 
are proposed to occur below 10,000 feet above ground level (AGL). 

Montgomery County has experienced exponential growth in population (over 450,000) and business 
activity for well over a decade and with that growth has come an increasing sensitivity to environmental 
impacts, especially in the more densely populated and recreational areas. Therefore, we believe it is 
important for the environmental assessment to consider whether there may be noise impacts to residents 
of Montgomery County who historically have not been impacted by aircraft arrival and departure routes. 

We request that any proposed changes to the flight tracks of current arrival/departure routes 
below 10,000 feet be depicted in the environmental assessment document on a map so that we may 
recognize any potential impacts. Thank you for the opportunity to comment and we look forward to 
the release of the draft Environmental Assessment. 

Respectfully, 

---: 

Alan B. Sadler 
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LK. 	• 
P1511 & WILDLIFE 

SERVICE 

United States Department of the Interior 
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

Division of Ecological Services 
17629 El Camino Real, Suite 211 

281/286-8282 / (FAX) 281/488-5882 

February, 2012 RECEIVED AUG 2 1 2012 

Thank you for your request for threatened and endangered species information in the Clear Lake Ecological Services Office's area 
of responsibility. According to Section 7(a)(2) of the Endangered Species Act and the implementing regulations. it is the 
responsibility of each Federal agency to ensure that any action they authorize, fund, or carry out is not likely to jeopardize the 
continued existence of any federally listed species. 

Please note that while a Federal agency may designate a non-Federal representative to conduct informal consultation or prepare a 
biological assessment, the Federal agency must notify the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) in writing of such designation. 
The Federal agency shall also independently review and evaluate the scope and contents of a biological assessment prepared by 
their designated non-Federal representative before that document is submitted to the Service. 

A county-by-county listing of federally-listed threatened and endangered species that occur within this office's work area can be 
found at http://wwwfws.govisouthwest'es'EndangeredSpecies'EndangeredSpecies_Lists'EndangeredSpecies_Lists_Main.cfm. 
You should use the county-by-county listing and other current species information to determine whether suitable habitat for a 
listed species is present at your project site. If suitable habitat is present, a qualified individual should conduct surveys to 
determine whether a listed species is present. 

After completing a habitat evaluation and or any necessary surveys, you should evaluate the project for potential effects to the 
listed species and make one of the following determinations: 

No effect — the proposed action will not affect federally listed species or critical habitat (i.e., suitable habitat for species occurring 
in the project county is not present in, or adjacent to, the action area). No coordination or conduct with the Service is necessary. 
However, if the project changes or additional information on the distribution of listed or proposed species becomes available, the 
project should be reanalyzed for effects not previously considered. 

Is not likely to adversely affect — the project may affect listed species and/or critical habitat: however, the effects are expected 
to be discountable, insignificant, or completely beneficial. Certain avoidance and minimization measures may need to be 
implemented in order to reach this level of effects. The Federal agency or the designated non-Federal representative should seek 
written concurrence from the Service that adverse effects have been eliminated. Be sure to include all the information and 
documentation used to reach your decision with your concurrence. The Service must have this documentation before issuing a 
concurrence. 

Is likely to adversely affect — adverse effect to listed species may occur as a direct or indirect result of the proposed action or its 
interrelated or interdependent actions, and the effect is not discountable, insignificant, or beneficial. If the overall effect of the 
proposed action is beneficial to the listed species but also likely to cause some adverse effect to individuals or that species, then 
the proposed action "is likely to adversely affect" the listed species. An is likely to adversely affect" determination requires the 
Federal action agency to initiate formal Section 7 consultation with this office. 

Regardless of your determination, the Service recommends that you maintain a complete record of the evaluation, including steps 
leading to the determination of affect, the qualified personnel conducting the evaluation, habitat conditions. site photographs. and 
any other related articles. The Service's Consultation Handbook is available online to assist you with further information on 
definitions. process. and fulfilling Endangered Species Act requirements for your projects at http: 'WWW rws.gov  endangered esa-

libraypdf esa_section7handbook.pdf 

If we can further assist you in understanding a federal agency's obligations under the Endangered Species Act. please contact 
Donna Anderson, Moni Belton. Kelsey Gocke. Jeff Hill. Charrish Stevens. or Arturo Vale at 281-286-8282. 

Sincerely, 

Edith Erfling 
Field Supervisor 
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U.S. Department 
of Transportation 

Federal Aviation 
Administration 

 

Air Traffic Organization 
Central Service Center 

2601 Meacham Blvd. 
Fort Worth, TX 76137 

   

July 20, 2012 

Dr. Benjamin Tuggle, Regional Director - Southwest Region 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
500 Gold Avenue SW 
Albuquerque, NM 87102 

Reference: Houston Optimization of Airspace and Procedures in the Metroplex (OAPM) 
Environmental Assessment - Early Notification and Consultation Package 

Dr. Benjamin Tuggle, 

This early notification letter is to inform you that the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) intends 
to prepare an Environmental Assessment to consider the potential environmental impacts of the 
implementation of the Houston Optimization of Airspace and Procedures in the Metroplex (Houston 
OAPM) project. 

A "metroplex" is a major metropolitan area with multiple airports, where heavy air traffic and 
environmental constraints combine to hinder efficient aircraft movement. The Houston OAPM 
project would improve the efficiency of the national airspace system in the Houston metroplex by 
optimizing aircraft arrival and departure procedures at a number of airports, including George Bush 
Intercontinental Airport (IAH) and William P. Hobby Airport (HOU). The project would involve 
changes in aircraft flight paths and altitudes in certain areas, but would not require any ground 
disturbance or increase the number of aircraft operations within southeast Texas airspace. 

To evaluate potential environmental impacts of the Houston OAPM project, the FAA has established 
a Primary Study Area, consisting of the area within a 50 nautical mile radius of a point midway 
between IAH and HOU, to evaluate potential impacts of changes in aircraft routing that are proposed 
to occur below 10,000 feet above ground level (AGL). The following 19 counties, in part or in 
whole, are in the Primary Study area: Austin, Brazoria, Chambers, Colorado, Fort Bend, Galveston, 
Grimes, Hardin, Harris, Jefferson, Liberty, Matagorda, Montgomery, Polk, San Jacinto, Walker, 
Waller, Washington, and Wharton. The FAA has also established a Supplemental Study Area, 
consisting of the area within an 85 nautical mile radius of a point midway between IAH and HOU, to 
assess potential effects of changes in aircraft routing between 10,000 and 18,000 feet AGL. The 
Supplemental Study Area includes the 19 counties in the Primary Study Area plus an additional 16 
Texas counties and two Louisiana parishes (in part or in whole, 35 counties and two parishes total). 
These include: Angelina, Brazos, Burleson, Fayette, Houston, Jackson, Jasper, Lavaca, Lee, Leon, 
Madison, Newton, Orange, Robertson, Trinity, Tyler, Calcasieu (Louisiana), Cameron (Louisiana). 
(See attached graphic for a depiction of the two study areas). 

The FAA has begun preparation of the Environmental Assessment (EA) and intends to issue it in 
December 2012. The target date for publication of the Houston metroplex optimized procedures is 
December 12, 2013. We welcome your agency's input as we prepare the EA and we are sending this 
early notification letter for the following reasons: 

1. To advise you of the initiation of the EA study 
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2,--To request any background information that your agency may have regarding the study areas 
established for this EA 

3. To obtain an understanding of any issues, concerns, policies or regulations that your agency 
may have regarding the environmental analysis that will be undertaken in the EA, and 

4. To request that USFWS provide information pertaining to issues of particular concern to 
your mission. Of particular interest would be listings of protected species and the general 
location of their habitats. 

In order to streamline data acquisition and reduce duplication of effort for each of the federal, state, 
and local agencies that could be involved in this National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 
process, we request that you or your designated representative provide FAA with the appropriate 
contact information and act as a single point of contact with your agency throughout the course of 
the EA study. This would entail disseminating information to the appropriate departments or 
individuals, and acting as the agency's coordinator for providing input to the study and consolidating 
comments on the study materials. 

If you desire to provide comments to help us frame the environmental analysis, please provide them 
by letter or email, before August 20, 2012, at the following address: 

Roger McGrath, Environmental Specialist 
Operations Support Group 
2601 Meacham Boulevard 

Fort Worth, TX 76137 
(817) 321-7735 (tel) 
(817) 321-7744 (fax) 

e-mail address for comments: 
9-ASW-HoustonOAPMcomment@faa.gov  

FAA would like to thank you for your interest in this project and we look forward to working with 
your agency on this EA. If you have any questions about the information provided, please feel free to 
contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Roger McGrath 
Airspace and Environmental Specialist 

Attachments: 
Federal Agencies Contacted 
Federal Lands Inventory 
Houston OAPM EA Study Areas 
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TEXAS IAISTORICAL COMMISSION 
real places telling real stories 

September 7, 2012 

Roger McGrath, Environmental Specialist 
Operations Support Group 
2601 Meacham Boulevard 
Fort Worth, Texas 76137 

Re: 	Project review under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, 
Houston Optimization of Airspace and Procedures in the Metroplex (OAPM) Environmental 
Assessment — Early Notification and Consultation Package, Houston, Harris County. Texas (FAA) 

Dear Mr. McGrath, 

Thank you for your correspondence describing the above referenced project. This letter serves as comment 
on the proposed undertaking from the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO), the Executive Director of 
the Texas Historical Commission. 

The review staff. led by Kelly Little and Linda Henderson, has completed its review of the material submitted, 
including the early notification letter and the Historic Places Inventory. Based on the information provided, it is 
our understanding that the Houston OAPM project will involve changes in aircraft flight paths and altitudes in 
certain areas in order to optimize aircraft arrival and departure procedures at George Bush Intercontinental 
Airport (IAH) and William P. Hobby Airport (HOU). The FAA has established a Primary Study Area consisting 
of the area within a 50-mile nautical radius of a point midway between IAH and HOU to evaluate potential 
impacts of changes in aircraft routing proposed to occur below 10,000 feet above ground level. 

We look forward to reviewing the Environmental Assessment (EA) to be issued in December 2012. The 
OAPM undertaking will be subject to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, which 
requires that federal agencies take into account the effects of their undertakings on historic properties. We 
appreciate that you have taken the step of identifying historic resources that may potentially be affected by the 
project. As part of consultation under Section 106, the EA should address the effect of the proposed 
undertaking on those historic properties. An effect occurs when an action alters the characteristics of a 
property that qualify it for listing in the National Register of Historic Places, including changes to the property's 
location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. An undertaking of this type would 
not have the potential to directly impact historic resources, so we will be interested in an analysis of indirect 
effects. The introduction of visual, atmospheric or audible elements that diminish the integrity of the 
properties' significant historic features would be considered to adversely affect the historic resources. 

kAte look forward to further consultation with your office and hope to maintain a partnership that will foster 
effective historic preservation. Thank you for your cooperation in this federal review process, and for your 
efforts to preserve the irreplaceable heritage of Texas. If you have any questions concerning our review 
or if we can be of further assistance, please call Kelly Little at 512/463 -7687. 

Sin erely, 

Kelly Little, 	ect Reviewer 
For: 	Mark Wolfe, State Historic Preservation Officer 

MW/k1 
cc: 	Janet Wagner, Chair, Harris County Historical Commission 

41, 
RICK PERRY, GOVERNOR • SHERI S. KRAUSE. CHAIRMAN • MARK WOLFE, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

P 0 BOX 12276 • AUSTIN, TEXAS • 78711-2276 • P 512 463.6100 • F 512 475.4872 • TDD 1 800 735 2989 •www thc.state tx.us 
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United States Department of the Interior 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

New Mexico State Office 
P.O. Box 27115 

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87502-0115 
www.blm.gov/nm 	 5e° 1Q 

RECEIVED tigj7 2012 

September 10, 2012 

Mr. Roger McGrath, Environmental Specialist 
Operations Support Group 
2601 Meacham Boulevard 
Fort Worth, TX 76137 

Dear Mr. McGrath: 

Thank you for notifying our agency that the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) will be 
undertaking a study in the Houston area. The role of the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) in 
Texas is to make federal mineral estate available for leasing as per the Mineral Leasing Act of 
1920, as amended. All of the federal mineral estate administered by the BLM in east Texas 
underlies lands that are managed by another federal agency, such as the U.S. Forest Service or 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. When leasing federal mineral estate in Texas, the BLM 
follows the management prescribed by the federal agency that manages the lands. Because the 
BLM's interest in east Texas is primarily sub-surface mineral estate, we do not have any 
comments on the FAA's proposed study in the Houston area. However, we thank you for 
making us aware of the project and we appreciate having the opportunity to provide comments. 

Please feel free to contact me if you have further questions at (505) 954-2180 or 
mgbarnes@blm.gov . 

Sincerely, 

Melanie G. Barnes 
Planning & Environmental  Coordinator 

cc: 
NM040, Oklahoma Field Office 
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